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Jeremiah 32:17, 37b-41

Jeremiah prayed: “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, Thou
hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy
great power and by Thine outstretched arm!
Nothing Is too difficult for Thee.”

The LORD answered: “I will bring them back to
this place and make them dwell in safety. And
they shall be My people, and | will be their God,;
and | will give them one heart and one way, that
they may fear Me always, for their own good,
and for the good of their children after them.




Jeremiah 32:17, 37b-41

And | will make an everlasting covenant with
them that | will not turn away from them, to do
them good,;

and | will put the fear of Me In their hearts so that
they will not turn away from Me.

And | will rejoice over them to do them good,

and | will faithfully plant them in this land with all
My heart and with all My soul.”




Does prayer
work?

What are my
priorities before
God?

What are my
responsibilities
before God?

What is God's
character like?

What can
we know
about God
and His
plans?

How does the
Bible explain
suffering in the

world?

Who am |
before God?

Why should |
believe the
Trinity is the
true picture of
God?




Sometimes

People take a deterministic view of God’s kingly
authority because His power attributes are so
great. His power Is very important to
understand and trust. His power Is a great help
toward confidence In prayer.

His perfectly righteous character is the
Immutable foundation for everything—even
more foundational than His power.

His power Is marvelous and comforting
BECAUSE His character is perfect and filled
with steadfast love.




Micah 7:18-19

18 'Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and
passing over transgression for the remnant of his
Inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever,
because he delights in steadfast love. 1° He will
again have compassion on us; he will tread our
Iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the
depths of the sea. 2° You will show faithfulness to
Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as you have
sworn to our fathers from the days of old. &sv



We can see God's priorities.

| Corinthians 13: 1-3. 1 Though | speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, | have become sounding brass or a
clanging cymbal. 2 And though | have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and though | have all faith, so that |
could remove mountains, but have not love, |
am nothing. 3 And though | bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though | give my body to
be burned, but have not love, it profits me
nothing. (NKJV)




Here we see power and love

contrasted.
Which one Is more important?

It IS more important for us,
and It Is more important for God.




There is a pitfall in placing God’s power attributes

as more important than His Character.
e

When studying theology we should ALWAY S
remember that God'’s righteousness is more
Important even than His power.

His power is more visible to us through the things
He has created. Believing in His righteousness
requires a step of faith because we live in a
fallen world.

The troubles of the world sometimes velil His
goodness, and sometimes motivate us to seek
for His goodness.




Sometimes

People think they must honor God’s power by
assuming that He causes everything that happens,
and that both good and evil come from Him.
(Sometimes the Bible describes natural calamity as
evil—due to the fallen nature of creation—but that
Is different from MORAL EVIL. God does not
cause moral evil.)

The idea that both good and moral evil come from
God is called determinism—assuming that God
determines everything that happens and wants it to
happen that way—that He is puppet-master and
nobody has real choices.




Determinism is NOT Sovereignty

The Bible is very clear that determinism Is not the
correct view. When Jesus instructed us to pray
“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” He
was implying that what happens on earth and what
God wants to happen are not always the same.

When God gave people choices, part of being
created in His image, those choices are real. They
have real conseguences.

God sets limits on choices, by giving us rules that
prevent evil choices, by guiding people who are
willing to follow His good plans, and sometimes by
Intervening in the way things happen.




The Bible Is also clear

That this iIs a complicated area of discussion. All kinds
of factors enter the equation. God’s permissive will is
sometimes a motivator for good for other people, even if
one person makes a terrible decision—the power of a
bad example & consequences.

The Bible has a promise—that God ALWAYS causes
good for those who love Him, even when events are
bad. Romans 8:28 promises that “God causes all things
to work together for good for those who love Him, those
who are called according to His purpose.”

The entire chapter sets that promise in the context of
suffering in this world.




Every Sin
-

goes against God’s good and perfect will,
but Is a part of His permissive will. He
allows decisions to be made by humans
that He does not WANT them to make.
Those decisions are real. People are
accountable for each one.

Romans 12:1-2 indicates that we must
seek to understand God’s good and
perfect and acceptable will for our own
lives. Drifting along will not be enough to
stay on His best path.




So we want to try to understand

How suffering can be allowed by God,
and yet not reflect His character. We
want to look at His power and the
guestion of suffering in the same
class.



We can fear and trust God more realistically

for our own good by meditating on
S

Characteristics of His POWER attributes.

God’s Power

His Sovereignty,
His Omniscience,
His Omnipresence,
His Omnipotence,
His Eternal Nature,
His Infinite Being,
His Wisdom, and
His Creativity.




Sovereignty: God is King.

I
| Timothy 6:15-16

He who is the blessed and only Sovereign,
the King of kings and Lord of lords,
16 who alone has immortality,
who dwells in unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever seen or can Ssee.

To Him be honor and eternal dominion.
Amen. (ESV)



God’s Sovereignty

Encompasses a number of things. God has the
right as King to make the rules. He has that moral
right because He is totally GOOD. He has the
power because He is almighty.

He has the right to demand our loyalty as our King.
He has the right to demand our good actions
pecause authority belongs to Him. He has the
right to judge our actions, and make decisions over
life and death. He has the right to declare our
ultimate destiny based upon His good character
and our decisions.




God’s Sovereignty

He Is the Ultimate Authority over everything. He
IS King of Kings and LORD of all Lords.

He has the final decision over events—not like
a puppet-master, but as King over the universe
He created and over people He created in His

Image—and whom He loves.

He Is the GOOD KING.



Sovereignty: God is King.

1 Samuel 8:7 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed

the voice of the
you; for they ha

people in all that they say to
ve not rejected you, but they

have rejected Me, that | should not reigh over

them. (NKJV)

The people askec
God was upset

for a human king to lead them.
pecause they were rejecting

Him as King. W
Person of His H
That 1Is Who He

nen God enters our lives in the
oly Spirit, He enters as King.
IS.



Sovereignty: God is King.

Psalm 2:6 ¢ "Yet | have set My King On My holy
hill of Zion.” (NKJV)

Psalm 5:2 2 Give heed to the voice of my cry, My
King and my God, For to You | will pray. (NKJV)

Because God Is King, we can pray to Him and He
IS able to act. He has kingly right and authority
to act upon the world He created. Because our
choices are real and our prayers are real, His
actions in response to our prayers make a
difference.



Sovereignty: God is King.

Whether He acts or not, He is still King.

The three Judean men in Nebuchadnezzar’s
court who refused to bow to the idol were
correct when they said God is able to deliver
them from King Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace of
fire, and they ALSO were right to say, “But IF
He does NOT, we still will not bow.”

God Is the King who has the ultimate decision
about how to answer prayer. He has the
wisdom and character to make the right

decision.




Sovereignty: God is King.

-
Psalm 29:10 10 The LORD sat enthroned at the

Flood, And the LORD sits as King forever.
(NKJV)

Psalm 47:7,7 For God is the King of all the
earth; Sing praises with understanding.

8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on

His holy throne. (NKJV)



Psalm 24:1-10 The earth is the LORD's, and all its
fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. 2 For
He has founded it upon the seas, And established it
upon the waters. 3 Who may ascend into the hill of the
_ORD? Or who may stand in His holy place? 4 He who
nas clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up
nis soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. ®> He shall
receive blessing from the LORD, And righteousness
from the God of his salvation. ® This is Jacob, the
generation of those who seek Him, Who seek Your face.
Selah’ Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up,
you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come
in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and
mighty, The LORD mighty in battle. ® Lift up your
heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And
the King of glory shall come in. 1 Who is this King of
glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.
Selah (NKJV)




Sovereignty: God is King.

I
Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established
His throne in heaven, And His kingdom
rules over all. (NKJV)

Psalm 99:4 4 The King's strength also loves
justice; You have established equity; You
have executed justice and righteousness in
Jacob. (NKJV)



Sovereignty: God is King.

-
Psalm 98: 1-9 (God is the victorious King who

has made known [is salvation and revealed

His rightcousncss even among, the gcnti]c
nations—and to all the ends of the earth,

and who has remembered [His ]ovingkindness
and faithfulness tothe house of |srael. Heis
worthg ofjogfu] Praisc even by the natural
world, because He will come tojudgc the
world in riglﬂtcousncss.



Sovereignty: God is King.

Psalm 119:90-91 90 Your faithfulness endures to all
generations; You established the earth, and it abides.
9 They continue this day according to Your
ordinances, For all are Your servants. (NKJV)

To what extent does God’s Sovereignty reach
according to this passage?

oHe Is Sovereign over all things—
pall generations,

othe earth
oand the ordinances of the earth,



Jeremiah 19:4-5 4 "Because they have forsaken Me
and made this an alien place, because they have
burned incense in it to other gods whom neither
they, their fathers, nor the kings of Judah have
known, and have filled this place with the blood of
the innocents > (they have also built the high places
of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt
offerings to Baal, which | did not command or speak,
nor did it come into My mind), (NKJV)

In this passage, does God’s Sovereignty mean that
He caused everything that happened? Does God
cause sin?

ABSOLUTELY NOT. People choose to sin and
when they abandon God, they can sin in ways He
never even imagined—that are so far from His
righteousness they have no source In His thoughts.




Sovereignty: God is King.

Luke 7:30 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers
rejected the will of God for themselves, not
having been baptized by him. (meaning John
the Baptist, who baptized for repentance of
sins—meaning the Pharisees and lawyers
refused to repent. This was absolutely NOT
what God wanted them to do. God had their
best interest at heart.) (NKJV)

Does God’s Sovereignty allow people to go
against His purpose?
Yes. People have real choices!




The i1ssue of determinism

How do you reconcile Luke 7:30 and Job 42:1-27
I'Then Job answered the LORD and said: 2 "I know
that You can do everything, And that no
purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.
(NKJV)

Even when people go against God’s good
purpose for their own lives, His ultimate
purposes will be accomplished, and not
thwarted.



The i1ssue of determinism

One of His purposes is to allow people real
choices as significant beings who were made In
His image, with real consequences for their
choices.

So He has a permissive will—which allows
people to sin,

and a good and perfect will—a plan for the very
best for their lives.

People choose the path either of God’s
permissive will or of His good and perfect will
moment by moment. Consequences follow their
choices.




We can fear and trust God more realistically

for our own good by meditating on
S

Characteristics of His POWER attributes.

God’s Power

His Sovereignty,

His Omniscience,
His Omnipresence,
His Omnipotence,
His Eternal Nature,
His Infinite Being,
His Wisdom, and

His Creativity.




God Is Omniscient.

Psalm 139:1-18 LORD, You have searched me and
known me. 2 You know my sitting down and my
rising up; You understand my thought afar off.

3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways. 4 For
there Is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O
LORD, You know it altogether. > You have
hedged me behind and before, And laid Your
hand upon me. ® Such knowledge is too
wonderful for me; It is high, | cannot attain It.



God Is Omniscient.

Psalm 139:1-18  Where can | go from Your Spirit?
Or where can | flee from Your presence? 8 If |
ascend into heaven, You are there; If | make my
bed in hell, behold, You are there. ? If | take the
wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, 1° Even there Your hand shall
lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me.

111f | say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me,”
Even the night shall be light about me;
12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You,
But the night shines as the day; The darkness
and the light are both alike to You.



God Is Omniscient.

e
Psalm 139: 13 For You formed my inward parts; You

covered me in my mother's womb. 14 | will
praise You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully
made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my
soul knows very well. > My frame was not
hidden from You, When | was made In secret,
And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the
earth.



God Is Omniscient.

Psalm 139: 1° Your eyes saw my substance, being
yet unformed. And in Your book they all were
written, The days fashioned for me, When as
yet there were none of them. ¥ How precious
also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How
great is the sum of them! 18 If | should count
them, they would be more in number than the
sand; When | awake, | am still with You. (NKJV)



Things God knows about you, according to this passage:
when you sit down, when you stand up,
your thoughts,
your path, all your ways:

your words before you say them,

your physical state, wherever you are, from here to
heaven or hell, and whether in darkness or light,
awake or asleep.

God formed you in your Mother’'s womb, weaving you
together wonderfully and awesomely.

God knows your future—every day of it is already written
in God’s book of your life.

God knows every attitude you have and God is able to
help you have the thoughts and ways that please Him.



God Is Omniscient.

Isaiah 46:9-10 ? Remember the former things of old,
For | am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there
is none like Me, 10 Declaring the end from the
beginning, And from ancient times things that are not
yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And | will

do all My pleasure,” (NKJV)

Is God limited by time in His knowledge?—No.
Does He know things about you that you do not
know about yourself?

Yes. Matthew 10:30, Luke 12:7 30 But the very hairs
of your head are all numbered. (NKJV)



Isaiah 40:26 What is something else God
knows?

The names of all the stars.

Luke 12:6 What is something else God knows
and does not forget?

The life of every sparrow.

Psalm 147:5 How is God’s understanding
described?

Infinite




Colossians 2:2-3,9 What i1s hidden in Messiah?

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, true

wealth for us, the complete description of God
In bodily form,

| Corinthians 13:1-3 Is omniscience—-all
knowledge— reason enough by itself for
worship? What is better than omniscience?
What is the source of that characteristic?

Omniscience is only worthy If it is filled with
love. Love is better than infinite knowledge.
The source of true love is God’s love—His
pertfectly righteous goodness. So God'’s
omniscience Is worthy of our worship and praise
because He IS filled with love.




God Is Omniscient.

If you had to decide between worshipping a
deterministic god who had all the power
attributes and whose character could not be
known,

or worshipping the God described in the Bible,
with all the power attributes and TOTAL
GOODNESS,

which would be the right choice?
the God described in the Bible.



God Is Omniscient.

Joshua 24:14-15, Genesis 28:12-22, 48:15-
16 Can we make such a choice and are
we responsible to choose well?

Yes we can choose.
Yes, we are responsible to choose well.




One additional note about God’s
Omniscience

In HiIs Omniscience, God knew In advance the
terrible choices that would be made in Jeremiah
19:4-5, where God said such choices “never
even entered His mind.” This on a literal level
appears contradictory. But the actions they
took did not have a source from God’s good
mind. So God can know about things He hates
without being a source for those things.

His judgment rightly fell upon the people of that
era because of their terrible cruelty toward
Innocents. That principle appears throughout.




Whenever

Evil becomes so pervasive that innocent life is not
protected in law,

God intervenes in judgment. Often that judgment is
seen as His removal of protection during war—
with terrible suffering that produces. Isaiah 22:8
describes this form of judgment.

Abraham Lincoln, in his second inaugural address,
stated that the American Civil War was such a
judgment from God—because of the cruelty of
slavery. Abraham Lincoln held out forgiveness to
those willing to receive |It.



This principle
-

Occurs without partiality in the Bible. Whenever any
nation reaches that level of wrong thinking and
action and law, the nation risks having God'’s
protection taken away. Our world today is FILLED
with evil disregard for human life—think about the life
Issues such as abortion and euthanasia, or
principles of warfare that involve targeting civilians
and non-combatants, which rightly are called
terrorism, or actions of governments that are callous
and cruel toward human life. God is not lenient
about these matters. They carry a cost. We and the
whole world NEED His protection.



We can fear and trust God more realistically

for our own good by meditating on
=y

Characteristics of His POWER attributes.

God’s Power

. His Sovereignty,
> His Omniscience,

= His Omnipresence,
+ His Omnipotence,

- His Eternal Nature,

= His Infinite Being,

7. His Wisdom, and

= His Creativity.




We already looked at Psalm 139:7-12. Where can a
person go that God is not? No place. Not even hell.

Can God be contained in space?

1 Kings 8:27-30 2 But will God indeed dwell on the
earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain You. How much less this temple which
| have built! 28 Yet regard the prayer of Your servant
and his supplication, O LORD my God, and listen to
the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying
before You today: %7 that Your eyes may be open
toward this temple night and day,



Omnipresence:. God Is everywhere

AL OF
-
toward the place of which You said, 'My name

shall be there,' that You may hear the prayer
which Your servant makes toward this place.
30 And may You hear the supplication of Your
servant and of Your people Israel, when they
pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your
dwelling place; and when You hear, forgive.
(NKJV)

God can hear our prayers everywhere because
He Is Omnipresent. Praying toward the
temple symbolized the sacrificial payment for
sins that God organized there.




Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
[

Can God be contained in space?

No. But He can send His Spirit to indwell
locations In a special way, such as the ancient
Temple and such as the temple of our bodies Iif
we have repented of our sins, received Jesus’
atonement for those sins, and invited Him into

our lives.

This implies the possibility of communication from
Him—with freedom from sin opening the way to
receiving His thoughts, often by remembering
His word at appropriate moments.




Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
-

Jeremiah 23:24 Where i1s God located?
the entire heavens and earth.

1 Timothy 6:16 How is God'’s location described?
dwelling in unapproachable light.

Psalm 88:1-18 | believe this Psalm describes the
emotional side of Hell. What is different about God'’s
omnipresence there compared to this life?

a sense of being forgotten by Him,

silence from Him,
darkness and a sense of His wrath.




Psalm 5:4 We often describe heaven as a
place where no evil is allowed. In what way Is
God’s dwelling place different from His
omnipresence In hell?

His dwelling place will be a place of open
communication with Him, whereas hell is silent
and that world Is veiled from His face.

In heaven, we will see our God as He Is. We
will be like Him there, according to 1 John 3:2,
making us able to see Him as He Is. In John
14:9, Jesus said that when we see HiIm we see
the Father.



God’s Omnipresence

The topic of God’s Omnipresence impinges upon the
topic of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is described as
God’s localized Presence—dwelling in the temple In
the Hebrew Scriptures even though heaven and the
highest heaven could not contain God; Indwelling
believing humans after the Day of Pentecost in Acts.
Messiah is God with Us, Immanuel. In Him we see
Deity in human form.

Our one Infinite Omnipresent God in His 3 Persons:
sometimes shown as Persons through location.



Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.

The fact that God Is everywhere at once lends
support to the idea of ONE God, rather than
multiple limited gods.

One Infinite Eternally existing God fills heaven
and earth and time and eternity.

This does not negate the Trinity, which implies
that He is a complicated One.




The Universe Is Not Infinite.

So God’'s Omnipresence extends beyond the
universe—to infinity. We will learn mysteries
beyond the level that our minds could now
grasp when we enter the realm of eternity. “£Eye
has not seen nor ear heard, neither has entered
the heart of man the things which God has
prepared for those who love Him.” 1
Corinthians 2:9

The Bible describes God’s understanding as
Infinite. Because God Is Spirit—not bound by
physical [imitations—He Himself can be Infinite.



Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
[

Because God Himself Is infinite,
His power Is also infinite.

Creation reinforces this idea that He is infinite,
with the vast domains of the universe and the
intricate details of the microscopic world—which
then becomes more ethereal as we peer further
Into the smallness of elementary particles.

The findings of particle physics are not what we
would expect. The descriptions of our infinite
God are similarly wonderful and unexpected.




Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
-

Because God Himself Is infinite,
His power Is also infinite.

Logic extends validity to the truths expressed in
Scripture. We would not know God’s power
attributes without communication from Him in
the Bible, but logic Is consistent with the
amazing truths. The more we learn of science,
the more awesome God appears.



Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
[

Some of the seeming paradoxes or contradictions
of God’s omnipresence are answered by the
Trinity. God the Father cannot be seen,
dwelling in unapproachable light in heaven.
God the Son will be seen face to face when we
are in His presence In eternity. God the Holy
Spirit dwells in specific places such as the
ancient temple, providing a communication
opportunity for humans who seek God, even
though we cannot see Him.




Omnipresence: God Is

There will be differences in our ability to see
God when we are in heaven versus here.
Moses was only allowed to see God'’s
back when God showed him His glory. On
the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter,
James, and John saw Jesus’ glory for a
brief time. 1 John 3:2 says we will be able
to see Him as He Is in heaven because
we will be changed—made like Him. We
will have to wait to find out exactly what
that means.



Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
[

Materialist atheists often claim that the physical
universe Is all that exists. They then have difficulty
believing that human beings have souls, attributing
all our mental processes to brain activity alone—
electrical sighals and chemical reactions.

Yet we have consciousness, which is not a typical
characteristic of a chemical reaction.

We laugh at people who talk to plants, because we
know that consciousness Is not typical of inanimate
life. Yet the materialist expects chemistry to have
mind as long as it is brain chemistry.




Omnipresence: God Is everywhere

at once.
e
The Bible makes a totally different claim—that
God Is Spirit, and we were created In His
Image, and that our souls are real and eternal.

We cannot see God. We cannot see each other’s
souls. Yet both are real.

In fact, our souls are MORE enduringly real than
the physical universe. Even though we look
frail, we WILL last. Only the physical wears out.
2 Corinthians 4:7 describes our souls In

communion with God as treasure In earthen
vessels.




We can fear and trust God more realistically

for our own good by meditating on
e

Characteristics of His POWER attributes.
God’s Power . .

HIS Sovereignty,
His Omniscience,
His Omnipresence,

His Omnipotence,
His Eternal Nature,
His Infinite Being,
His Wisdom, and

His Creativity.




God Is Omnipotent. He is totally
powerful.

Psalm 115:3 What does this say God does? What are
the boundaries on that?

He does whatever He pleases. The boundaries are
the goodness of His character—God does not do
moral euvil.

Job 42:1-2 What can God do?
all things.

Luke 1:37 What is impossible with God?
Nothing.




God Is Omnipotent. He is totally

Bowerful.

The problem of suffering intersects this attribute of
God. God allows terrible suffering in this world.
He has the power to stop it. He ultimately has the
power to stop the whole enterprise—and
apocalyptic words in the Bible indicate that some
time in the future He will.

He refuses the power of treating humans like
puppets on strings, choosing rather to persuade
and walit for a decision than to coerce toward
good. But He allows people to defend themselves
against others who are choosing evil.



God Is Omnipotent. He is totally

Bowerful.

If this life were all there is, then God’s refusal to get
visibly involved would always be unfair to
someone. Because eternity is real, and this life is
only momentary by comparison, God’s eternal
purposes are more important than bringing
everything to a screeching halt. God wants
everyone to repent of sins and have eternal life.
That desire on His part is the guiding principle
behind His decisions to intervene or not—and He
sees future generations as well as the present—
and He sees every human heart.



God is Omnipotent.

Read Psalm 102 and notice that God heard the
prayers of those who suffered in the holocaust.
Notice also that His purposes relate to future
generations, according to verse 28, and that He
saw the situation in terms of eternal matters,
verses 26-28. Can we understand? No. Can
we trust HIm? Yes. Was His desire to set free
those doomed to death? Yes. Did He use the
human actions of armies of people determined
to do right to accomplish setting some free?
Yes. Was it costly in every way? Yes.



We can fear and trust God more realistically
for our own good by meditating on

eenaseaea His POWER attributes.
SO FORE His Sovereignty,

His Omniscience,

His Omnipresence,
His Omnipotence,

His Eternal Nature,
His Infinite Being,

His Wisdom, and

His Creativity.




God is Eternal: From Everlasting to

Everlasting
-

Eternal Nature: God is the Ultimate Beginning,
having always been alive. God always will be
alive. His life extends from eternity past through
eternity future.

Deuteronomy 33:26-27 How is God described and
how is God’s power described?

God is a dwelling place. He is unique. He rides
the heavens to our help. Underneath are the
everlasting arms—ready to catch us, supporting our
lives.

God’s eternal nature is eternally ready to help those
who seek Him.



God is Eternal: From Everlasting to

Everlasting
-

Psalm 41:12-13, Psalm 106:47-48 Did God’s eternal
nature have a beginning?

No, He Is from everlasting to everlasting.

Proverbs 8:22-36 Does the word “everlasting” include
eternity past when talking about God’s attributes?

Yes, His mind or wisdom preceded creation.

Isaiah 40:27-31 What promise does God’s everlasting
nature carry with it?

He does not become weary, and He gives His strength
to us who trustfully wait for Him.



"From everlasting to everlasting”

This phrase implies either that time Is not strictly
confined to the universe, or that something like
time will be operational in eternity. The Bible
Implies sequences of events Iin eternity, in some of
the prophecies.

We tend to assume that time will pass in eternity
as It does here, inside the universe, but it may be
something amazingly different. Physics and the
theory of relativity hold time and entropy and
velocity as interwoven within the universe—so
eternity could be exceptional in ways we cannot
Imagine. Thinking about God’s attributes makes
room for the scientific imagination to soar.



God is Eternal: From Everlasting to

Everlasting
-

Isaiah 55:3 What is another promise

God’s everlasting nature carries with
it?
An everlasting covenant for us which
Includes everlasting life.

Isalah 51:6-8 What else Is eternal?

God’s salvation for us and God’s
righteousness.



God is Eternal: From Everlasting to

Everlasting

2
Psalm 119:89,142,160 What does this say are

eternal things?

God’s word, God’s righteousness, Every one of
God’s righteous ordinances.

Jeremiah 31:3, John 17:24 What else is
everlasting?

God’s love, from everlasting to everlasting. God’s
love never fails.

| Timothy 6:15-16 How is God’s eternal nature
described?

as the owner of immortality.



Ecclesiastes

Has a problematic passage about immortality.
Sometimes people will use this passage to say
the Bible contradicts the idea of eternal life.
That Is a mistake in reading the passage.
Ecclesiastes Is a treatise about what we can
know “under the sun” limited by human reason
without communication from God.



Ecclesiastes

The passage In question brings up the fact that
everyone has “eternity in their hearts.” —
Ecclesiastes 3:11. In verse 17 of that passage,
Solomon brings up the fact that God will
JUDGE each person and deed. He then jumps
in verse 19-21 to “who knows whether the
breath of man ascends upward and the breath of
the beast ascends downward to the earth?”

Without any communication from God, even
with eternity written on our hearts, we cannot
Know.




Under the sun

The idea of judgment may make some wish for
this life to be all there Is.

But God HAS communicated. He has given us
many reasons to know the Bible is His book.
There, He has let us know that the idea of
eternity written on our hearts is a reflection of
reality.

His eternal nature can share eternity with us as
a gift. He delights to do that. Every generous
Impulse we have is a reflection of His
generosity. He gives us the kingdom GLADLY!




We can fear and trust God more realistically
for our own good by meditating on

Characteristics of His POWER attributes.
God’s Power . .

HIS Sovereignty,
His Omniscience,
His Omnipresence,
His Omnipotence,
His Eternal Nature,

His Infinite Being,
His Wisdom, and
His Creativity.













We can fear and trust God more realistically

for our own good by meditating on
e

characteristics of | HIS POWER attributes.
sods Fower His Sovereignty,
His Omniscience,
His Omnipresence,
His Omnipotence,
His Eternal Nature,
His Infinite Being,
His Wisdom, and
His Creativity.




God’s Wisdom

[
Proverbs 8:22-36 How is God’s wisdom related to
delight?

God’s wisdom and delight are intertwined with His

creativity and with the world and humans He has
created. God delights in people. Amazing!

salah 55: 6-11 How does God’'s wisdom compare to
numan wisdom?

His wisdom Is as much higher than ours as the
neavens are higher than the earth. His wisdom
achieves results from His word every time it goes
forth.




God’s Wisdom

[
Daniel 2:20 Who owns wisdom?

God.

Job 38:36 Where does human wisdom
come from?

God’s wisdom, as a gift from Him.



We can fear and trust God more realistically
for our own good by meditating on

rerenera His POWER attributes.
Sods Fower His Sovereignty,
His Omniscience,
His Omnipresence,
His Omnipotence,
His Eternal Nature,
His Infinite Being,
His Wisdom, and
His Creativity.




Genesis 1 What is the order of God'’s creativity
described here?

Heavens and earth, light, separation of light into
day and night, separation of waters and sky,
separation of sea and dry land, plants, sun,
moon, stars, for seasons, days, years, and for
giving light on the earth, living creatures in sea
and sky, living creatures on land. People In the
Image of God, both male and female.



Psalm 33:6-9 What additional insight does this
give us about God’s creativity?

God spoke the heavens and earth into
existence. His word accomplished creation of
physical reality.

Hebrews 11:3 He made visible things out of

Invisible things. This matches what we know of
particle physics.



Job 38 What are some of the processes God’s
creativity designed?

The foundations of the earth, sizing it properly,
setting limits for the sea, including the steady
state springs of the sea,

Setting up weather systems, including snow,
rain, flood, thunder, lightening, frost.



Setting the path of the stars and the physical
laws that rule planetary motion,

giving mind and mental powers to humans,

setting up ecological systems so that animals
have food. He set up ecological niches for
human safety according to Psalm 104.



Humans are creative, too.

One of the most joyful things we can do Is
to create something new and good.

Not only is the creativity a gift from God,
and a glimpse of His image in human
goodness—

The joy of creating Is a gift from Him—and
He shares that joy. Proverbs 22:22-31—
liIs wisdom delights in It.




God wants us to trust HIm. But

barriers to trust exist.
-

The suffering in this world Is a barrier to trust
for many people—the most frequently
mentioned batrrier.

If you focus on this problem, the sheer amount
of suffering can seem overwhelming.

Worldviews that deny the existence of a good
God have no way to define evil, so the
suffering in this world Is an incomprehensible
given fact. Death is destiny. Bleakness wins.



The Bible gives us reasons to
believe God exists and 1s GOOD!

In Class 2, we talked about first few chapters of
Genesis. Their explanation of God’s goodness
offers the only hope for meaningfulness beyond
suffering. The reality Is that we see amazing
evidence of God’s greatness in creative power,
AND we also see and feel unbearable suffering.
Genesis 1-3 offers a very strong reason to trust
God In spite of suffering in this world.

Generally, two approaches are taken to this
problem outside belief in the God described In
the Bible.




The Bible gives us reasons to

believe God exists and is GOOD!
[

One approach Is to say that only the material
world Is real. But then what do you believe
about the mind?

The other approach is to take a blind leap of faith
to supply meaning in life and to get around the
problem of suffering. This gives emotional
comfort but is irrational.

The Bible has a much better answer. Itis a
complicated answer. It Is found in several
different places. One must search to find It.

We should expect the answer to be complicated.




Truth matters.

Because God is real, and is GOOD as described In
the Bible, we can know that suffering is not what
He wants for people. He has a plan to eventually
solve the problem, for everyone willing to
cooperate with His plan. We are not going to go
over the answer found in Genesis again today.

Instead, we shall begin with the answer found in Job.
Then, we will begin with the answer of the cross.

These three sets of answers give us reason to trust
God forever.



We can trust God more by understanding

the Bible's complex answer
s

The In Job’s suffering.
Bible’s Job was innocent.
Complex The conflict was in the spiritual

Answer to realm.
Job’s Job’s friends misunderstood the
Suffering principles involved.

Job needed a direct answer from
God.

God did not give the answer, but
gave Job directions about trust.




Job was innocent.

Job was blameless, upright, fearing God, and
turning away from evil. Job was a man who
cared for his family, praying for his children
continually. He rescued people who were
oppressed. He tried to maintain moral purity.

Job reminds me of my father as | was growing up,
and my father’s fatal disease with all its
difficulties, eventually leading to his transfer to
heaven, seemed as unjust as Job’s
experiences.



Job was innocent.

Goodness on a human scale does not rule out
suffering in this life. This is the first insight
beginning to define the problem of suffering.

So Job’s answer to the question “why?” is an
Important answer.

“7 Yet man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly
upward.” Job 5:7 NKJV




The conflict was In the spiritual

realm.
e

An unexplained contest is shown taking place
between God and Satan in heaven. Job's
Integrity Is apparently a very strong factor on
God’s side In the conflict.

The second insight in Job’s suffering is that our
Integrity matters far beyond what we can
see or understand.

Satan claims that he can destroy Job's integrity if
God removes His protection from Job.

God’s answer is to allow Satan to try.




The conflict was In the spiritual

realm.
e

Satan destroyed Job’s wealth, caused the death
of Job’s ten children, caused the death of most
of his employees, and eventually destroyed
Job’s health.

In the process, Job lost the respect of his wife.
He lost the respect of his village. He even lost
the respect of the outcasts from his village.

All this time, Job did not know what was going on
In the spiritual realm.

Yet he maintained his inteqrity.




Third important insight:

The RESOLVE to do what is right is
absolutely essential for
successfully navigating suffering.



Job’s friends misunderstood the

Brincigles Involved.

Job’s friends came to console him.
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